moldova
Small Arms and Light
Weapons (SALW) Survey
Fast Facts
2012-2016

The purpose of SALW survey
identification of trends in
identification of
identification of Public
the distribution of SALW Impact of SALW on CITIZENS perception on SALW
The type, quantity, possession,
distribution, legal/illegal trade,
production and movement of SALW

Firearm-related incidents
and their characteristics

SALW Positive trends
2012-2016

123.6%

Public perception regarding
firearms use, ownership, violence,
and community safety

SALW Negative trends
2012-2016

INCREASE IN THE small arms handed
over voluntarily (562 TO 1,257)

44.7%

decrease in The number of weapons
legalized (228 TO 126)

66%

decrease IN Murder
cases WITH FIREARMs (6 TO 2)

27.9%

increase in the number of firearms
held for self-protection (13,509
TO 17,286)

13.6%

INCREASE in the number of registered
firearms (61,464 TO 69,826)

25%

INCREASE IN criminal offenses
inflicted with firearms (64 TO 80)

SALW DISTRIBUTION

71,820

Total number of firearms held by
institutions*, civilians and private entities

in

trends
2012-2016

13.7%
2016

Total number of firearms
held by Civilians

69,826 97.2% 13.6%

Total number of firearms
held by private entities

1,994 2.8% 18.1%

or

or

*Data on the firearm holdings of state agencies was classified by law and therefore unavailable.

Key Facts
57 civilian owned firearms lost

891 firearms legalized
2 cases of firearms trafficking
between 2012-2016

93 Civilian owned firearms stolen
839 cases of Illegal possession
of firearms recorded

3,977 firearms Voluntarily
surrendered

Myth vs.fact
Majority of firearm licenses are
held by men

men
held
99%
of
all
FACT
firearm licenses

Private security companies held
the majority of firearms in
possession of private entities

Private
security
companies
FACT held the majority of firearms
with 95.6%

Self-defence is the most cited
reason for holding firearms

60.6% of individuals who held
Myth firearms licenses cited hunting
as a reason

soURCE: https://www.seesac.org/f/docs/SALW-Surveys/web_Moldova_SALW-Survey_ENG.pdf

IMPACT OF SALW
registered Criminal offenses
committed with firearms

340

Threat by Dangerous Implement
in Brawl or Quarrel, including
hooliganism

Light Bodily Injury

Robbery

trends
2012-2016

25%

106

or

31.2% 63.1%

83

or

24.4% 76.9%

33

or

9.7% 80%

Key facts
31 cases of murders with firearms
recorded

839 illegal firearm and ammunition
possession cases

21 Unlawful Manufacture, Possession, Carrying, and
Sale of Firearms and Explosives cases recorded

31 accidental deaths recorded

17 serious Bodily Injury cases
recorded

72 people killed by family members
with firearms or other means

Myth vs.fact
Men account for majority of
perpetrators of all firearmrelated criminal offenses

99% of perpetrators of all
FACT firearm-related criminal
offenses were men

Women are predominantly more at
risk from their intimate partners

74.4% of women killed in the
FACT domestic context were killed by
their former or current partners

The most frequent criminal
offense inflicted with firearms
is murder

Only
9.1
%
of
all
criminal
Myth
offenses were murders

soURCE: https://www.seesac.org/f/docs/SALW-Surveys/web_Moldova_SALW-Survey_ENG.pdf

online public survey on perceptions on the use, ownership and
dangers of firearms

9,785

52% women

48% men

respondents accessed the online perception
survey

31% town

42% Fully employed

26% rural

of the respondents reported they had
never had an experience with a gun

70%

of the respondents stated
that they would not own a gun

25%

of the respondents reported some form
of direct personal experience with a gun

52%

of the respondents stated that
a gun at home would make them
feel less safe

67%

of respondents had most frequently
experienced gun use in a violent or
perceptibly unsafe manner

82%

of SURVEYED WOMEN aged 2544 WOULD NOT OWN A GUN

68%

Key facts
43% of the respondents who would own a gun
stated they would do so for “protection/
safety” reasons
55% of the respondents who lived in a “very
unsafe” neighborhood, would own a gun
87% Of those who felt less safe with a gun
at home, would not own a gun

83%

73% of the respondents who had experienced
the use of a gun in the past year, would own a
gun
20% of men respondents would not own a gun
because it was unsafe

Community Safety

of all respondents acknowledged
awareness of the penalties for
illegal firearms possession

44%

62% of the respondents who had a gun
directed at them, would own a gun

of women respondents were more likely
to blame news on firearm-related
incidents

24%

respondents believed “more police or
authorities present” would make communities
safer

7%

of the respondents stated more people
owning guns to protect themselves would
make communities safer

soURCE: https://www.seesac.org/f/docs/SALW-Surveys/web_Moldova_SALW-Survey_ENG.pdf

gender, age and SALW
of women were killed by their
intimate partner, with firearms
and other means

63%
of surveyed women would not
62% own a gun
of men were killed with firearms
27.4%
of all victims of firearm-related
93.2% injuries were men
of all women killed were killed
15.1% by a family member

99.5%
of all victims of firearm-related
45.7% homicides were Men aged 19-35
of men aged 19-35 were Victims
54.5% of firearm-inflicted injuries
of Victims of firearm-related
14.1% homicides and injuries were women
of Victims of firearm-related
85.9%homicides and injuries were men

of perpetrators of all firearmrelated criminal offenses were men

SALW and domestic violence

63.8%

of all family-related homicides were
committed by Intimate partners

Family-related homicides
out of total homicides

4.3%

15.1%

Intimate partner homicide
out of total homicide

2.2%

11.2%

firearm-related homicides,
by location such as home,
apartment and yard

24.1%

75%

soURCE: https://www.seesac.org/f/docs/SALW-Surveys/web_Moldova_SALW-Survey_ENG.pdf

trends
2012-2016
Regional Working Groupage and SALW
Gender and SALW developing and agreeing on a
methodology for
a regional SALW survey
discussing, reviewing and
adopting the methodology
instruments

undp seesac
technical support
methodology and data
collection process
Quality Assurance
Analyses of DATA
ON Distribution and Impact

SALW Survey
methodology

Ministry of foreign affairs
coordinating data collection
process
collection and quality control
OF data on distribution
and impact

ONLINe random domain
intercept technology
data on public perceptions
regarding the use, possession
and dangers of firearms
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