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About 
Fast 
Facts
 The Gender and Small Arms Fast Facts series documents the 
multiple linkages between gender and small arms in South East 
Europe (SEE) and outlines speci� c risks that women and men face 
with respect to � rearm use and misuse.

Fast Facts provides an overview of sex-disaggregated data related 
to ownership, access, demand for � rearms and their impact on 
women and men, including the misuse of � rearms in the context of 
domestic violence. 

Through improved access to sex-disaggregated data, Fast Facts 
strives to increase knowledge and awareness of both professionals 
and the general audience of the highly gendered aspects of small 
arms.  In addition, it provides policy makers in Albania with an easy-
to-use tool for evidence-based policymaking and mainstreaming 
gender in small arms and light weapons control legislation and 
policies.

Data 
sources
Data used in Fast Facts is extracted from multiple sources:

1. Distribution and Impact Survey: In cooperation with 
governments in SEE, SEESAC collected and analyzed data in 
order to identify trends in the distribution of small arms  (particularly 
in relation to the type, quantity, possession, distribution, legal/illegal 
trade, production and movement of small arms and light weapons) 
and the impact of their misuse on the citizens in the region, both on 
women and men.   The data was collected for the period 2012-2016. 
Unless indicated otherwise, data presented in this publication refer 
to this source.

2. Perception Survey: In November and December 2017, SEESAC 
conducted an online public perception survey to obtain a better 
understanding of the public perception on safety and security, on 
the use and possession of � rearms, and on the exposure to � rearm 
violence in SEE. A total of 53,936 respondents participated in the 
online survey throughout South East Europe. 2,560 respondents 
completed the survey in Albania.

3. Armed Violence Monitoring Platform (AVMP): The AVMP 
monitors � rearm-related incidents that have occurred in SEE 
since 2014. Data is collected daily using local media clippings, 
online search engines and reports by public institutions of relevant 
� rearm-related incidents, where available. For the purpose of this 
analysis, 982 incidents reports spanning from January 1, 2014 to 
December 31, 2018 were analyzed. 



  99.9% of all firearms are owned by 
men, while women own only 0.1% of 
firearms;

  Men account for an overwhelming 
majority of personnel authorized to 
carry firearms across the security 
sector;

  Men account for 99.6% of private 
security companies personnel 
authorized to carry firearms, 
compared to only 0.4% of women;

  27.9% of men and 16.5% of women 
would own a gun;

  66.9% of women and 52.5% of men 
feel that a gun at home makes them 
less safe;

  30.8% of men and 14% of women have 
had some form of direct personal 
experience with a gun;

  64.3% of all homicides were committed 
with firearms;

  Men account for 82.5% and women for 
17.5% of victims of firearm-related 
incidents;

  For 20.5% of female and 18.1% of male 
victims of firearm-related incidents, 
the outcome was lethal;

MAIN 
FINDINGS  

  Men aged 19-35 are most frequently 
exposed to firearm misuse and 
account for 37.9% of all victims of 
firearm-related incidents;

  20.9% of homicide victims were killed 
by a family member;

  70.5% of all women killed were killed 
by family members, compared to 
11.5% of murdered men;

  Intimate partners committed 41.7% 
of all family-related homicides;

  57.1% of women murdered by family 
members were killed with a firearm, 
while there were no cases reported 
of men being killed by family members 
with firearms;

  27.8% of women in Albania killed by 
their intimate partner in 2015 and 
2016 were killed with a firearm;

  26.3% of domestic violence incidents 
which involved firearms had a lethal 
outcome;

  Men committed 98.1% all firearm-
related incidents, while women 
committed only 1.9% of incidents;

  53.7% of firearm-related incidents 
were committed by men aged 19-35;

  76% of women killed with firearms 
were killed in in their homes, 
apartments or yards;

  40.8% of men killed with firearms 
were killed in streets.
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1 / 
OWNERSHIP, ACCESS AND 
DEMAND FOR FIREARMS

CIVILIAN 
POSESSION

Men own 99.9% of all 
firearms, while only 0.1% 
of firearms is owned by 
women
 
Civilian � rearm ownership in Albania is heavily dominated by men, 
while women own only a minor share of � rearms. 

In 2016, 96,685 men and 85 women held � rearm licenses. 

Between 2012 and 2016, men acquired 99.5% of all licenses, 
compared to 0.5% of licenses acquired by women. In 2016 
speci� cally, 1,069 men and 11 women applied for new licenses.

57.6% of all applicants were men aged 36 to 60, closely followed 
by men aged 18 to 35 at 28.4%. Among women, 70.6% of female 
applicants were in the 36 to 60 age group.

SECURITY 
SECTOR

Men account for an 
overwhelming majority of 
personnel authorized to 
carry firearms across the 
security sector
In 2016, 1,295 men and 58 women in the Ministry of Interior, 8,597 
men and 921 women in the police forces and 2,261 men and 177 
women in correctional services were authorized to carry � rearms.

Applicants for new licenses, by sex and year                                       � 

99.9% 99.8% 99.1% 99%99%

2012 2013 2015 2016

0.1% 0.2%

4.3%

95.7%

90.3%

92.7%

9.7%

7.3%

0.9% 1%1%

2014

Firearm license holders, by sex, 2016                                                  ↖
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Security sector personnel authorized to carry � rearms,                       � 
by sex, 2016
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Private 
security companies

Men account for 99.6% of 
private security companies 
personnel authorized to 
carry firearms, compared 
to only 0.4% women
In 2016, 8,835 men and 35 women hired by private security 
companies were authorized to carry � rearms.

However, the majority 
of both women and 
men, 83.5% and 72.1% 
respectively, would not own 
a gun
Women aged 25 to 34 are the least likely to say they would own 
a gun.

ATTITUDES AND 
DEMAND FOR FIREARMS

27.9% of men and 16.5% 
of women surveyed in 2017 
would own a gun
Men aged 16 to 24 are the most likely to say they would own a gun, 
followed by those aged 45 to 54. Among women, respondents in 
the 16 to 24 age group were most likely to say they would own a 
gun.

0.4%

99.6%

Personnel of private security companies                                              ↖
authorized to carry � rearms, by sex, 2016
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Would you own a gun? - Yes;  by sex and age, 2017                           � 
(Source: Perception survey)

16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65 and 
over

Would you own a gun? - No;  by sex and age, 2017                            � 
(Source: Perception survey)
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Although 16.5% of women 
said they would own a gun, 
they accounted for only 
1% of applicants for new 
licenses in 2016

66.9% of women and 52.5% 
of men feel that a gun at 
home makes them less safe
 
Women are signi� cantly more likely than men to feel that a gun at 
home makes them less safe, while men are split over this. Men 
aged 16 to 24 are most likely to feel safer with a gun at home 
(55.7%), while women aged 55 to 64 are most likely to feel less 
safe with a gun at home (75%). 

2 /
EXPERIENCE

30.8% of men and 14% 
of women have had some 
form of direct personal 
experience with a gun 
– used a gun, had a gun 
directed at them, or both 
While di� erences between men and women occur across gun 
experiences, they are particularly signi� cant in terms of � rearm 
usage – 17.7% of men reported to having used a gun, compared 
to 7% of women.

33
.1

% 47
.5

%

66
.9

%

52
.5

%

Would having a gun at home make you feel safer or less safe?,          ↖
by sex, 2017 (Source: Perception survey)

Safer Less safe

5.
5% 9.

9%
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17
.7

%

1.
5% 3.
2%

2% 1.
8% 4.

4% 4.
4%

79
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%

62
.9

%

Yes, gun 
directed 
at me

Yes, have 
used 
a gun

Yes, both 
used and 
directed

Yes, 
indirectly

No, 
someone 
close has

No, 
not at all

Have you ever experienced the use of a gun?, by sex, 2017               � 
(Source: Perception survey)
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VICTIMS

64.3% of all homicides were 
committed with firearms
Firearms are the most prevalent weapon of choice when homicide 
is committed. 354 out of 550 people killed between 2012 and 2016 
were killed with a � rearm.

Men aged 19 to 35 are most frequently exposed to � rearm misuse 
and account for 37.9% of all victims of � rearm-related incidents. 
Men aged 36 to 60 come second followed by those aged 61 and 
older, and women aged 36 to 60 and 61 and older.

1 Based on the analysis of 982 incidents captured through the AVMP. 
The analysis identi� ed 127 female and 599 male victims, while for 58 
victims the sex was not reported.

Men account for 82.5% 
and women for 17.5% of 
victims of firearm-related 
incidents1

35.6%

17.5%

64.3%

82.5%

• Firearms
• Other means

Firearm-related homicides out of total homicides, 2012-2016              ↖

Victims � rearm-related incidents, by sex, 2014-2018                           ↖
(Source: AVMP)
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5.9%

37.9%

7%

29.8%

6.5%

7.5%

Victims of � rearm-related incidents, by sex and age, 2014-2018         ↖
(Source: AVMP)
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 For 20.5% of female and 18.1% of male victims of � rearm-related 
incidents the outcome was lethal.

The likelihood of a lethal outcome is proportionately more common 
among women than men. Women are also more likely to be 
threatened with � rearms, while men were signi� cantly more likely 
to be injured or commit suicide.

DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE

 
20.9% of people killed in 
Albania were killed by a 
family member
Between 2012 and 2016, 115 out of a total 550 homicides reported 
were committed by family members. 

Women outnumber men as victims of the homicides committed by 
a family member, with 62 (53.9%) of women and 53 (46.1%) of men 
killed by family members. Domestic violence a� ects both women 
and men, but patterns of victimization are di� erent.

70.5% of all women killed 
in Albania were killed by 
family members, compared 
to 11.5% of killed men

Intimate partners 
committed 41.7% of all 
family-related homicides 
Between 2012 and 2016, 48 people, 42 women and 6 men were 
killed by their intimate partners, 87.5% and 12.5% respectively.

Women are at particular risk of intimate partner homicide. 47.7% of 
the women killed in Albania were killed by their intimate partner (42 
out of 88), compared to 1.3% of men (6 out of 462).

Family-related homicide vs. other homicide, 2012-2016                       ↖

Family-related homicides out of total homicides, 2012-2016                ↖

20.9%

70.5%

11.5%

79.1% • Victims of family-related 
homicide
• Other homicide victims
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Outcome of � rearm-related incidents, by sex of a victim,                     ↖
2014-2018, (Source: AVMP)
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32.4% of family-related 
homicide is committed with 
firearms
In 12 out of 37 homicides committed by family members2 in 2015 
and 2016, � rearms were the weapon of choice.

57.1% of women killed by 
family members were killed 
with a firearm, while there 
were no cases reported of 
men being killed by family 
members with firearms
Of the 12 people murdered with � rearms, all were women. 

27.8% of women in Albania 
killed by their intimate 
partner in 2015 and 2016 
were killed with a firearm
5 out 18 women killed by their intimate partner in 2015 and 2016 
were killed with � rearms, while there were no cases reported of 
men being killed with � rearms by their intimate partner.

26.3% of domestic violence 
incidents which involved 
firearms had a lethal 
outcome
The misuse of � rearms in domestic violence is more lethal than 
any other type of incident, and it is 1.5 times more deadly than in 
criminal incidents.1

2 Data on number of people killed by family members with � rearms 
was available only for 2015 and 2016. In all, 37 people were killed by 
family members in 2015 and 2016, 12 of them with � rearms.

32.4%

27.8%

67.6%

72.2%

57.1%

0%

• Firearms
• Other means

Family-related homicide, by means, 2015-2016                                   ↖
 

Family-related homicide committed with � rearms                                 ↖
out of total family-related homicides, by sex, 2015-2016

Women killed by intimate partner with � rearms                                    ↖
and other means, 2015-2016  

Domestic 
violence

Criminal 
(gang, theft, money, 
drugs)

Public dispute or 
argument

Accident, hunting, 
celebratory/mis� re

Dispute with police, 
army, security

Frequency of fatal outcome according to type of incident,                    ↖ 
2014-2018 
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8.6%

• W
om

en
 • 

M
en



20 21
G

EN
D

ER
 A

N
D

 S
M

AL
L 

AR
M

S 
IN

 A
LB

AN
IA

 : 
FA

ST
 F

AC
TS

23.8% of applicants whose 
applications were 
rejected between 2012 
and 2016 were rejected on 
the grounds of domestic 
violence 
Of the 868 � rearm license applicants whose applications were 
rejected between 2012 and 2016, 207 were rejected on the grounds 
of domestic violence.  While a criminal record of domestic violence 
is often a basis upon which � rearm license applications are rejected, 
the number of rejected applicants declined signi� cantly over the 
survey period, by more than four times, bottoming out in 2016. 

4 / 
PERPETRATORS

Men committed 98.1% all 
firearm-related incidents, 
while only 1.9% was 
committed by women 

9.2% of all revoked firearm 
licenses were revoked due 
to domestic violence
106 out of 1,156 licenses revoked from 2012 to 2016 were revoked 
on the grounds of domestic violence.

23.8%

9.2%

76.2%

90.8%

• Domestic violence
• Other grounds

• Domestic violence
• Other grounds

Rejected applicants for new licences, by the grounds for rejection,     ↖
2012-2016

Revoked licenses by the grounds for revocation, 2012-2016               ↖

1.9%

98.1%

Perpetrators of � rearm-related incidents, by sex, 2014-2018               ↖
 (Source: AVMP)
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likely to commit incidents 
with firearms
53.7% of  � rearm-related inicdents were committed by men aged 
19 to 35, followed by men aged 36 to 60 at 32.7%.

 RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
VICTIM AND PERPETRATOR 
OF FIREARM-RELATED INCIDENTS

Women are most at risk 
of firearm misuse from 
intimate partners and 
other family members. 
Men are predominantly 
at risk from friends/
acquaintances/neighbors 
followed by family members 
and strangers

5.9%

32.7%

53.7%

5.2%

0.3%

1.1%

0.8%

0.4%

Perpetrators of � rearm-related incidents, by sex and age,                    ↖
2014-2018 (Source: AVMP)
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0-18

0-18

Relationship between victim and perpetrator                                         � 
of � rearm-related incidents, by sex, 2014-2018 (Source: AVMP)
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Men make up 99.9% of � rearm owners and commit 98.1% of 
� rearm-related incidents. They also account for the majority of 
victims of � rearm-related incidents (82.5%) but are proportionately 
more frequently the perpetrators than the victims of � rearm misuse. 
Women, on the other hand, own only 0.1% of � rearms, make up 
1.9% of perpetrators of � rearm-related criminal o� enses and 
account for 17.5% of victims.
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5 / 
CONTEXT OF THE INCIDENTS

76% of women and 30.6% 
of men killed with firearms 
were killed in their homes, 
apartments or yards
Women are 2.5 times more likely than men to be killed in their 
private spaces.

40.8% of men and 20% of 
women killed with firearms 
were killed in streets
Men are two times more likely to be killed in such settings than 
women.
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