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The Security Service of Ukraine in cooperation with the National Police of 
Ukraine, the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine and other services carry out the 
counteraction of smuggling and illicit trafficking of small arms and light weapons 
on the permanent basis.
 
  Mainly, the SSU is trying to fight illicit trafficking at the stage of preparing a 
crime.

  The counteraction to the illicit trafficking of firearms can be defined as the 
system of various search actions by operative units of the SSU in regard to the 
search, prevention, detection, and suppression of unlawful acts related to illicit 
trafficking of weapons.



During 2020-2021 the main sources of light weapons that entered the black 
market in Ukraine were:

- smuggling from Europe (generally from Slovenia and Czech Republic)

- temporarily occupied territories of Donetsk and Luhansk regions og Ukraine

- smuggling component parts of weapons from USA and Europe with further bringing 
to combat readiness in Ukraine

- weapon of collectors



Main Factors of illicit trafficking in Ukraine during the 
russian-Ukrainian war in 2022:

- the russian aggression and temporary occupation of the territories of 
Ukraine

- lack of complete control over the Ukrainian-russian border
- activities of  paramilitary criminal groups in the Donetsk and Luhansk 

regions and on the Crimean peninsula that have unrestricted access to 
weapons

- poor organization and degradation of discipline of the russian army that 
can lead to sale of weapons and ammunition to local criminal groups or 
exchange weapons for valuables

- activities of criminal groups in Ukraine which use the war factor to gain 
access to weapons and ammunition



Key activities in combating illicit trafficking of weapons and 
ammunition in 2022 in Ukraine

- preventive measures (strengthening of the protection of ammunition 
depots, control of trafficking, cooperation with police and military forces 
and special services, including other countries, filtration measures, etc.)

- measures of detecting illicit trafficking (carrying out operational 
measures and joined military-operational measures, detection of 
weapons caches)

- measures to respond to the facts of illicit trafficking (documenting and 
investigating the facts of illicit trafficking and bringing all perpetrators to 
justice)



Additional activities, which should be performed taking into account the new 
realities in Ukraine

- development of legislation on gun ownership

- exchange of the best practices in combating illicit trafficking of light weapon and 
ammunition with partner countries

- continue to develop a unified register of weapon which ensure effective control of the 
entire cycle of weapons use, transparency of licensing, permitting, acquisition, 
possession, inspection and disposal processes

- automation of support processes in the field of arms circulation



One of the examples of detection of weapon cache on June 2022 in 
Chernihiv region

At the beginning of May 2022 our unit received information from source that in 
the Novhorod-Siversk region there is a possible cache of weapons.

After the primary verification measures was obtained data about the exact place 
of the weapons cache. It was in abandoned non-residential building in 10 km 
from Ukrainian-russian border.



 Taking into account the fact that the cache was located in 10km border 
control zone, as well as the active activity of russian subversive and 
reconnaissance groups in this area, it was made a decision to immediately 
remove the indicated weapons.

After checking the info about the mining of the building were seized the 
following weapons and ammunition:

- shots to RPG - 9 items
- RPG-26 - 3 items
- RGD-5 granates - 20 items
- Kalashnikov HMG - 1 item
- AK-47 - 4 items
- ammunition to AK 5.45 - 1080 items
- ammunition to AK 7.62 - 700 items
- Ammunition to PM - 50 items
- CM-УЗ - 8 items
- CM-УБ - 9 items







Thank you!


