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SEESAC Announces a New Project and Continues its Decades-long Work

News

SEESAC is proud to announce its new project Support for Enhancing the Fight
Against the Illegal Possession, Misuse and Tra cking of Small Arms and Light
Weapons (SALW) in the Western Balkans.
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Funded by the European Union, represented by the European Commission,
Directorate-General for Neighborhood and Enlargement Negotiations, through
the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA II), this €5 million project aims
to strengthen strategic and operational capacities of the Western Balkans
authorities to conduct rearms investigations, as well as to share information
within the region and with the EU on illegal possession, misuse, and tra cking
of SALW and their ammunition. In addition, it will support the authorities of the region to better understand and increase the
response to the factors fueling demand and misuse of rearms in the Western Balkans, as well to better integrate gender into
SALW control processes.
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This 3 year-long project directly complements the current and builds on the work previously done by SEESAC, with the support
of the EU through the EU Council Decisions 2016/2356, 2018/1788 and 2019/2111.
Activities envisioned by the project contribute to the implementation of selected aspects of the Western Balkans SALW Control
Roadmap. They do so by tackling four specific goals.
1. Establishing a network of functioning Firearms Focal Points (FFPs) in the Western Balkans. While the
operationalization of FFPs in the region has been previously initiated and supported through the EUCDs 2016/2356 and
2018/1788, this project will sustain and build on that e ort. A network of FFPs will be supported through comprehensive
technical assistance to increase the analytical capacities of these units, as well as through provision of speci c tools, and
organization of workshops and meetings in order to share best practices. The action will retain a degree of exibility to
respond to the needs identi ed by the network and to facilitate information sharing and promote regional cooperation
including with the EU Member States. The FFPs main aim and role is the improve the intelligence picture of rearms
trafficking.
2. Strengthening capacities of authorities in the Western Balkans to conduct crime scene investigations in
accordance with relevant EU good practices and guidelines. The primary bene ciary of these activities will be crime
scene investigation units that will be provided with a number of tools including: Train the Trainers activities focusing on
crime scene investigation and photography, as well as the establishment of a custody chain; Support in aligning existing
SOPs with that of the European Network of Forensic Science Institutes; Support in preparation for the ISO 1702
accreditation; Provision of basic and advanced CSI equipment/kits; and Guidance on electronic evidence.
3. Increasing response to factors fueling demand and misuse of rearms in the Western Balkans.This goal will be
tackled on two fronts. First, the project will enhance knowledge of factors fueling demand and misuse of rearms in the
WB through much needed in-depth research of both perpetrators and victims of rearms incidents, as well as through an
examination of rearms in popular culture. Secondly, the project will help raise awareness and operational capacity
among key bene ciaries by: Establishing a regional task force to contribute to standardization of design, management,
monitoring and evaluation of awareness campaigns as well as sharing of best practices; Organizing bi-annual thematic
meetings were proposals and best practices addressing most relevant and current problems will be discussed;
Developing guidelines for policymakers on awareness raising dealing with various phases of campaigns and aspects of
awareness raising; Providing technical advisory support to jurisdictions in designing, monitoring and implementing
awareness campaigns as well as financial support for the implementation of these campaigns.
4. Strengthened capacities for mainstreaming gender into SALW control by institutions in Western Balkans. The
project will narrow in on the remaining challenges with regards to the institutional response to the use of rearms in
domestic violence, insu cient capacities of relevant institutions to mainstream gender in their work, addressing gender
factors fueling demand for rearms, participation of women in arms control, and gender sensitive data collection.
Building on the work done through the implementation of the EU Council Decisions 2016/2356, 2018/1788 and
2019/2111, the project will address the above issues through capacity development, risk assessment methodologies,
gender sensitive licensing tools, as well as inter-institutional cooperation.
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Disclaimer

This Knowledge Exchange Platform is
funded by the European Union

*References to Kosovo shall be understood to be in the context of the Security Council Resolution 1244 (1999). *The designations employed and the presentation of material on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of the Secretariat of the United Nations or UNDP concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Cookies on our web page
What is Cookie?
A cookie is a small piece of data sent from a website and stored in a user's web browse while a user is browsing a website. When the user browses the same website in the
future, the data stored in the cookie can be retrieved by the website to notify the website of the user's previous activity

How do we use cookies?
A visit to a this page could generate the following types of cookie.

Strictly necessary cookies
These cookies are essential in order to enable you to move around the website and use its features, such as accessing secure areas of the website. Without these cookies
services you have asked for, like shopping baskets or e-billing, cannot be provided.

2. Performance cookies
These cookies collect information about how visitors use a website, for instance which pages visitors go to most often, and if they get error messages from web pages. These
cookies don’t collect information that identifies a visitor. All information these cookies collect is aggregated and therefore anonymous. It is only used to improve how a website
works.

3. Functionality cookies
These cookies allow the website to remember choices you make (such as your user name, language or the region you are in) and provide enhanced, more personal features.
For instance, a website may be able to provide you with local weather reports or traffic news by storing in a cookie the region in which you are currently located. These cookies
can also be used to remember changes you have made to text size, fonts and other parts of web pages that you can customise. They may also be used to provide services you
have asked for such as watching a video or commenting on a blog. The information these cookies collect may be anonymised and they cannot track your browsing activity on
other websites.

4. Targeting and advertising cookies
These cookies are used to deliver adverts more relevant to you and your interests They are also used to limit the number of times you see an advertisement as well as help
measure the effectiveness of the advertising campaign. They are usually placed by advertising networks with the website operator’s permission. They remember that you have
visited a website and this information is shared with other organisations such as advertisers. Quite often targeting or advertising cookies will be linked to site functionality
provided by the other organisation.

Cookie management
Cookies can be managed via the web browser settings. Please, see you browser help how to manage cookies.
On this site you can always turn cookies on/off on menu item “Cookie Management”.
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