Thursday, 21 October 2021

SALW Commissions in South East and East Europe met for the 14th time
The 14th regional meeting of Small Arms and Light Weapons Commissions gathered representatives
from Belgrade, Chisinau, Kiev, Minsk, Podgorica, Pristina, Sarajevo, Skopje, and Tirana on 12 and 13 October
2021 to share good practices and common challenges to address the illicit possession, tra cking, and misuse
of firearms.
The two-day meeting took place online and was opened by Ms. Lene L. Hove Rietveld, Policy Adviser at the
European Union External Action Service, and Mr. Amer Kapetanović, Head of Political Department at the
Regional Cooperation Council.
During the meeting, participants were informed of the new EU’s Council Decision 2021/38 on establishing a
common approach on the elements of end-user certi cates in the context of the export of SALW and their
ammunition, as well as on progress and challenges related to harmonization of the Regulation (EU) 2019/1148
on the marketing and use of explosives precursors. Additionally, key ndings from gap assessments
conducted by UNODC throughout the region assessing compliance of legal framework related to rearms,
ammunition and explosives with the UN Firearms Protocol were presented.
A speci c session focussed on the overview of the latest trends and threats related to rearms, ammunition
and explosives tra cking in EU and Southeast Europe, provided by EUROPOL, SEESAC as well as by the
representatives from Kiev and Minsk.
Participants had the opportunity to learn more about safe and secure management of ammunition stockpiles
through the presentation of AMAT’s feasibility study on International Arms and Ammunition Management
Validation System, and the case study on security challenges of ammunition storages in inhabited areas in
North Macedonia. The ndings of the Project DIVERT, which focuses on the diversion of rearms from the
legal domain into the illicit sphere within the EU, were also presented during the meeting.
The Caribbean Roadmap, which was developed and adopted following the approach of theWestern Balkans
Roadmap, was introduced by Ms. Mélanie Régimbal, Director of United Nations Regional Centre for Peace,
Disarmament and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean (UNLIREC).
Finally, SEESAC announced and detailed its further support to SALW control e orts through the
implementation of a new Regional IPA Project “Support for enhancing the ght against the illegal possession,
misuse and tra cking of small arms and light weapons (SALW) in the Western Balkans”. The project was
launched in September 2021 and is funded by European Commission's DG NEAR.
Since its establishment in 2014, the regional process of SALW Commissions contributes to the creation of
common knowledge on speci c aspects of SALW control and sharing of practical solutions and trends. The
meetings are currently funded through EU Council Decision 2019/2111 to support SEESAC disarmament and
arms control activities in South East Europe, reducing the threat of illicit small arms and light weapons their
ammunition.
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Cookies on our web page
What is Cookie?
A cookie is a small piece of data sent from a website and stored in a user's web browse while a user is browsing a website. When the user browses the same website in the
future, the data stored in the cookie can be retrieved by the website to notify the website of the user's previous activity

How do we use cookies?
A visit to a this page could generate the following types of cookie.

Strictly necessary cookies
These cookies are essential in order to enable you to move around the website and use its features, such as accessing secure areas of the website. Without these cookies
services you have asked for, like shopping baskets or e-billing, cannot be provided.

2. Performance cookies
These cookies collect information about how visitors use a website, for instance which pages visitors go to most often, and if they get error messages from web pages. These
cookies don’t collect information that identifies a visitor. All information these cookies collect is aggregated and therefore anonymous. It is only used to improve how a website
works.

3. Functionality cookies
These cookies allow the website to remember choices you make (such as your user name, language or the region you are in) and provide enhanced, more personal features.
For instance, a website may be able to provide you with local weather reports or traffic news by storing in a cookie the region in which you are currently located. These cookies
can also be used to remember changes you have made to text size, fonts and other parts of web pages that you can customise. They may also be used to provide services you
have asked for such as watching a video or commenting on a blog. The information these cookies collect may be anonymised and they cannot track your browsing activity on
other websites.

4. Targeting and advertising cookies
These cookies are used to deliver adverts more relevant to you and your interests They are also used to limit the number of times you see an advertisement as well as help
measure the effectiveness of the advertising campaign. They are usually placed by advertising networks with the website operator’s permission. They remember that you have
visited a website and this information is shared with other organisations such as advertisers. Quite often targeting or advertising cookies will be linked to site functionality
provided by the other organisation.

Cookie management
Cookies can be managed via the web browser settings. Please, see you browser help how to manage cookies.
On this site you can always turn cookies on/off on menu item “Cookie Management”.

Website management
This website is managed by:
The South Eastern and Eastern Europe Clearinghouse for the Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SEESAC)

