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Montenegro’s campaign to collect and legalize illicit weapons ends
PODGORICA – Ministry of the Interior of Montenegro (MoI), together with SEESAC, UNDP Montenegro, the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in Montenegro, and the Center for Democratic
Transition (CDT), completed the awareness raising campaign “Respect Life, Surrender Weapons” P
( oštuj život,
vrati oružje) on 14 June 2016.
Supported by the European Union (EU), with the funds secured through the EU Council Decision
2013/730/CFSP in support of SEESAC disarmament and arms control activities in South East Europe, the
campaign aimed to promote legalization of small arms and light weapons (SALW), surrender of illicit SALW
and to sensitize the public to the risk associated with firearms in the society.
In the past year, since 24 June 2015 when the campaign was launched, Montenegro collected 1079 weapons,
160 bombs, 623 parts of weapons and 15 266 bullets, while 387 weapons have been returned to the police by
the citizens, Interior Minister Goran Danilovic told the media.
The Minister was joined by the UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative to Montenegro
Fiona McCluney, the Head of the OSCE Mission to Montenegro Janina Hrebickova, the German Ambassador to
Montenegro Gudrun Steinacker and representative of the civil society organization Center for Democratic
Transition (CDT) Milica Kovacevic.
CDT worked together with the MoI in awareness raising and collections activities, including running a social
media campaign and disseminating information in over 20 towns and municipalities, as well as accompanying
police officers during the handover of illicit weapons by citizens.
The legalization period ended in March 2017, while amnesty for the surrender of illegally held weapons lasts
for the duration of the law. Montenegro’s Law on Weapons was passed on 27 February 2015, envisaging an
immediate, two-year long legalization campaign.

ABOUT EUSAC
EUSAC builds directly upon SEESAC’s decade-long SALW Control work, particularly achievements made
through the previous EU-funded SALW Control project, conducted during the 2010-2012 period under
t h e Council Decision 2010/179/CFSP. The EUSAC project, designed in close cooperation with national
authorities, works on the following five interrelated streams of activities:
Increased security of stockpiles: through the renovation and security improvements to storages of arms
and ammunition.
Stockpile reduction: through the destruction of surplus arms and ammunition held in storages.
Improved marking, tracing and registration of SALW: through the provision of support to the
establishment or enhancement of existing weapons registration and record-keeping systems.
Improved regional cooperation on awareness raising, information sharing and knowledge
transfer: through the facilitation of regional cooperation between national institutions tasked with arms
control.
Implementation of collection and awareness raising campaigns
SEESAC has supported the implementation of numerous awareness-raising and collection campaigns
throughout the Western Balkans since 2002. Most recently, SEESAC supported a three-month long campaign
in Serbia “Use the Opportunity - Register or Surrender Illegal Weapons,” as a result of which some 7,500
pieces of SALW were either registered or surrendered. In 2014, SEESAC supported a year-long campaign in
Bosnia and Herzegovina “Be on the Right Side - Choose Life Without Weapons” that came to a close in
December last year and which resulted in a collection of over 11,000 pieces of SALW. From 2010-2012,
SEESAC supported the implementation of the “Less Weapons, Less Tragedies” campaign in Croatia, as a result
of which 1,753 pieces of rearms, 16,368 fragmentation weapons, 818,153 pieces of ammunition, and 620kg
of explosives were collected.
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Cookies on our web page
What is Cookie?
A cookie is a small piece of data sent from a website and stored in a user's web browse while a user is browsing a website. When the user browses the same website in the
future, the data stored in the cookie can be retrieved by the website to notify the website of the user's previous activity

How do we use cookies?
A visit to a this page could generate the following types of cookie.

Strictly necessary cookies
These cookies are essential in order to enable you to move around the website and use its features, such as accessing secure areas of the website. Without these cookies
services you have asked for, like shopping baskets or e-billing, cannot be provided.

2. Performance cookies
These cookies collect information about how visitors use a website, for instance which pages visitors go to most often, and if they get error messages from web pages. These
cookies don’t collect information that identifies a visitor. All information these cookies collect is aggregated and therefore anonymous. It is only used to improve how a website
works.

3. Functionality cookies
These cookies allow the website to remember choices you make (such as your user name, language or the region you are in) and provide enhanced, more personal features.
For instance, a website may be able to provide you with local weather reports or traffic news by storing in a cookie the region in which you are currently located. These cookies
can also be used to remember changes you have made to text size, fonts and other parts of web pages that you can customise. They may also be used to provide services you
have asked for such as watching a video or commenting on a blog. The information these cookies collect may be anonymised and they cannot track your browsing activity on
other websites.

4. Targeting and advertising cookies
These cookies are used to deliver adverts more relevant to you and your interests They are also used to limit the number of times you see an advertisement as well as help
measure the effectiveness of the advertising campaign. They are usually placed by advertising networks with the website operator’s permission. They remember that you have
visited a website and this information is shared with other organisations such as advertisers. Quite often targeting or advertising cookies will be linked to site functionality
provided by the other organisation.

Cookie management
Cookies can be managed via the web browser settings. Please, see you browser help how to manage cookies.
On this site you can always turn cookies on/off on menu item “Cookie Management”.
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