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Pioneering the regional approach to mainstreaming gender into Security Sector Reform and within Small Arms
and Light Weapons Control
South Eastern and Eastern Europe Clearinghouse for the Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons
(SEESAC) participated in the consultations on UNDP Strategic Plann 2022-2025, held viaSparkblue Platform.
Input provided speci es which stakeholders and partners should be prioritized and points to some external
constraints and challenges that could potentially hinder progress in the next 10 years. Finally, it responds to
the facilitators’ call to the participants in the Strategic Plan discussion to provide some examples of good
practice.
Thinking about what UN agencies can do to address external constraints/challenges that could potentially
hinder their progress in the next 10 years it is important to note that, ever more often, we have to act fast
and make impact while finding ways in unchartered territories to uphold human security.
Notwithstanding the importance of human security, and gender perspective as a key aspect of human
security paradigm, these topics often remain at the bottom of the political agenda. COVID-19 crisis exposed
unprecedented levels of violence against women and issues related to unpaid work. At the same time the
pandemic unveiled the signi cance of women’s contribution to the health systems and society at large.
However, these insights are yet to galvanise visible and sustainable social change towards full women’s
participation in all walks of life.

2nd Regional Gender Training of Trainers Course,
Peacekeeping Operations Center of the Serbian
Armed Forces, Belgrade 2015

It is key to focus on capacity building of stakeholders from the security sector in gender transformative interventions to uphold Women, Peace and Security Agenda which
is as important today as it was 20 years ago when UNSCR 1325 was adopted. Over the coming decade UN agencies should continue and further step up their role of
convener, supporting policies and programme interventions focused on advancing gender equality and women’s active role in con ict prevention, as well as in negotiating
and sustaining peace.
Activities implemented by the SEESAC can provide some valuable lessons. SEESAC operates in the region characterised with geopolitical tensions, including unresolved /
frozen con icts. Against the backdrop of the EU accession processes, which are prioritised by the countries of the South-Eastern Europe, the issues of state capture,
nationalism and retraditionalisation of gender roles persist. The protracted migrant crisis and increasing frequency of extreme events such as oods, earthquakes and
other disasters exacerbated by climate change call for urgent action to reestablish citizens’ trust in government institutions and robust regional cooperation.
In that context, SEESAC has pioneered approach to mainstreaming gender within the framework of its overarching theme – small arms and light weapons (SALW) control.
Gender perspective is mainstreamed through the entire SEESAC programme portfolio. Seminal research on gendered aspects of SALW has been recognised in other
regions for its transformative change potential.
In order to address gender related issues in the military and promote WPS agenda, SEESAC with its partners from four jurisdictions in the Western Balkans region (Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia) started joint project in 2012. The backbone of the project is the regional platform for knowledge exchange
aimed at integrating gender perspective into security sector reform. It should be noted that creating the SEESAC gender in the military platform was an ‘unobvious’ and
bold solution, given that all participating countries faced highly sensitive political issues in the past, some yet to be resolved. In a challenging context, the regional activities
evolve with openness for innovation and commitment for genuine progress towards gender equality in the military. The success stems from the regional approach, and
strong sense of ownership by the Ministries of Defence and Armed Forces - partners in the regional project.
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Cookies on our web page
What is Cookie?

A cookie is a small piece of data sent from a website and stored in a user's web browse while a user is browsing a website. When the user browses the same website in the
future, the data stored in the cookie can be retrieved by the website to notify the website of the user's previous activity

How do we use cookies?
A visit to a this page could generate the following types of cookie.

Strictly necessary cookies
These cookies are essential in order to enable you to move around the website and use its features, such as accessing secure areas of the website. Without these cookies
services you have asked for, like shopping baskets or e-billing, cannot be provided.

2. Performance cookies
These cookies collect information about how visitors use a website, for instance which pages visitors go to most often, and if they get error messages from web pages. These
cookies don’t collect information that identifies a visitor. All information these cookies collect is aggregated and therefore anonymous. It is only used to improve how a website
works.

3. Functionality cookies
These cookies allow the website to remember choices you make (such as your user name, language or the region you are in) and provide enhanced, more personal features.
For instance, a website may be able to provide you with local weather reports or traffic news by storing in a cookie the region in which you are currently located. These cookies
can also be used to remember changes you have made to text size, fonts and other parts of web pages that you can customise. They may also be used to provide services you
have asked for such as watching a video or commenting on a blog. The information these cookies collect may be anonymised and they cannot track your browsing activity on
other websites.

4. Targeting and advertising cookies
These cookies are used to deliver adverts more relevant to you and your interests They are also used to limit the number of times you see an advertisement as well as help
measure the effectiveness of the advertising campaign. They are usually placed by advertising networks with the website operator’s permission. They remember that you have
visited a website and this information is shared with other organisations such as advertisers. Quite often targeting or advertising cookies will be linked to site functionality
provided by the other organisation.

Cookie management
Cookies can be managed via the web browser settings. Please, see you browser help how to manage cookies.
On this site you can always turn cookies on/off on menu item “Cookie Management”.
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