Previous Work
EUSAC 2014 - 2016
 Security of Stockpiles
 Stockpile Reduction

Celebrate with your Heart, not your Gun
SEESAC is leading a regional social media campaign for the
Western Balkans to raise awareness about the dangers of our
region’s custom of celebratory shooting.
DON'T RUIN THE PARTY!
CELEBRATE WITH YOUR HEART, NOT YOUR GUN.
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Did you know that every year, across our region, many end up wounded or dead
as a result of celebratory gunfire?
Celebratory shooting or celebratory gun re takes place across the Western
Balkans, to di erent extents and for a variety of reasons. It happens at a
number of events and occasions, such as weddings, after the birth of a child,
religious festivals and holidays, New Year’s Eve, and after sporting event
victories.
SEESAC is leading a regional social media campaign for the Western Balkans to
raise awareness about the dangers of our region’s custom of celebratory
shooting. The campaign, lasting from 20 December to 20 January, is taking place
on Facebook, Instagram, and on Google, and covers Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Kosovo*, Montenegro, Serbia, and the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia.
Join us as we “Celebrate with our Hearts, not our Guns” to help prevent
more casualties and to keep our region safe this holiday season.
Help us by sharing our message, statistics, and pictures that tell the story.
Read more below.

ABOUT CELEBRATORY GUNFIRE IN THE WESTERN BALKANS:
While celebratory gun re was common beforehand, the practice was prohibited
by authorities during the Cold War and it became virtually non-existent. It was
revived in the 1990s, and accelerated with the rise of social unrest and ethnic
conflict. Present-day use of celebratory gunfire tends to have more links with the
widespread availability of guns in the region, rather than as a result of tradition.
Shooting a gun at a wedding or after the birth of a child, particularly a son, used
to be a way of announcing the event to neighboring villages, especially in the
mountainous areas of Albania and Montenegro. It is still practiced today to
signal a family’s happiness to others, even though its use as a means to transmit
a message is obsolete. Festive holidays, such as Christmas, New Year’s Eve and
Easter, are now often marked by celebratory gun re at midnight. An occurrence
that has also become more frequent is celebratory gun re at weddings and
sports events. As celebratory fire increased, casualties followed.
In the past, in Albania, celebratory gun re formed a part of some rituals and
festivities. There is some evidence to link the (re)appearance of celebratory
gun re with increased levels of insecurity, con icts, and weapons proliferation.
After the crisis in 1997 and 1998, celebratory gun re at weddings and New Year
celebrations resumed, particularly in North Eastern Albania.
SEVERAL VICTIMS OF CELEBRATORY SHOOTING ON NEW YEAR’S EVE
(ALB)
35-YEAR-OLD WOMEN GETS SHOT IN THE HEAD WITH A STRAY BULLET
(ALB)
CELEBRATORY FIRE SPRAYS THE APARTMENT BUILDING AT NIGHT
(ALB)
A 16-YEAR OLD CELEBRATES WITH AN AUTOMATIC WEAPON (ALB)
In ethnically mixed areas in Bosnia and Herzegovina like Mostar, participants
of focus groups claimed they heard celebratory gun re at almost every religious
holiday and after big sporting events.
FOOTBALLPLAYER WOUNDED BY A BULLET FROM A WEDDING
CELEBRATION (BCMS)
WOUNDED IN THE STOMACH ON THE NEW YEARS EVE(BCMS)

Celebratory gun re is also common in Kosovo*, particularly at weddings and
New Year festivities.
GIRL HIT BY A STAY BULLET DURING NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION IN
PRISTINA (ALB)
FOUR WOUNDED IN 24 HOURS AS A RESULT OF CELEBRATORY
SHOOTINGS AT FAMILY PARTIES (ALB)
21-YEAR OLD-BOY HIT BY A STRAY BULLET DURING NEW YEAR’S
CELEBRATION IN MITROVICA (ALB)
As is the case in other parts of the Western Balkans, incidents of celebratory gun re are rarely reported in Montenegro. In
spite of this, in 2014, 33 misdemeanors were recorded that pertained to the illegal use of rearms and explosive devices, and
most often these were at private celebrations of a wedding, New Year’s, Christmas, and birth of a child.
PHOTOGRAPHER WOUNDED AT A WEDDING (BCMS)
Celebratory gun re is also very common in Serbia. A survey conducted amongst young people showed that 80% of youth have
witnessed gun re at a wedding. Women nd it inappropriate on all occasions, while middle-age to old people disapprove of it
the most.
WOUNDED A GIRL AS A RESULT OF A NEIGHBOR CELEBRATING BIRTH OF A CHILD(BCMS)
WEDDING – A SMALL BOY WOUNDS HIS FATHER AT A WEDDING(ENG)
In the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia there was a sharp increase in celebratory gun re incidents immediately after
the con icts in 2001 and 2002. This again suggests links between celebratory gun re, security levels, and the availability of
guns.
CHILD KILLED BY A CELEBRATORY BULLET FROM A WEDDING(ALB)
GIRL KILLED ON NEW YEARS FROM CELEBRATORY FIRE IN THE MIDDLE OF SKOPJE(ENG)
“The rifle has the devil inside” Gun Culture in South East Europe,SEESAC, 2006
The campaign is part of SEESAC’s EUSAC project funded through the EU Council Decision 2013/730/CFSP in support of SEESAC
disarmament and arms control activities in South East Europe. SEESAC provides support to national and regional stakeholders
in strengthening their capacities to control and reduce the proliferation and misuse of small arms and light weapons and in this
way contribute to stability, security and development in South East Europe (SEE).
* References to Kosovo shall be understood to be in the context of Security Council resolution 1244 (1999).
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Cookies on our web page
What is Cookie?
A cookie is a small piece of data sent from a website and stored in a user's web browse while a user is browsing a website. When the user browses the same website in the
future, the data stored in the cookie can be retrieved by the website to notify the website of the user's previous activity

How do we use cookies?
A visit to a this page could generate the following types of cookie.

Strictly necessary cookies
These cookies are essential in order to enable you to move around the website and use its features, such as accessing secure areas of the website. Without these cookies
services you have asked for, like shopping baskets or e-billing, cannot be provided.

2. Performance cookies
These cookies collect information about how visitors use a website, for instance which pages visitors go to most often, and if they get error messages from web pages. These
cookies don’t collect information that identifies a visitor. All information these cookies collect is aggregated and therefore anonymous. It is only used to improve how a website
works.

3. Functionality cookies
These cookies allow the website to remember choices you make (such as your user name, language or the region you are in) and provide enhanced, more personal features.
For instance, a website may be able to provide you with local weather reports or traffic news by storing in a cookie the region in which you are currently located. These cookies
can also be used to remember changes you have made to text size, fonts and other parts of web pages that you can customise. They may also be used to provide services you
have asked for such as watching a video or commenting on a blog. The information these cookies collect may be anonymised and they cannot track your browsing activity on
other websites.

4. Targeting and advertising cookies
These cookies are used to deliver adverts more relevant to you and your interests They are also used to limit the number of times you see an advertisement as well as help
measure the effectiveness of the advertising campaign. They are usually placed by advertising networks with the website operator’s permission. They remember that you have
visited a website and this information is shared with other organisations such as advertisers. Quite often targeting or advertising cookies will be linked to site functionality
provided by the other organisation.

Cookie management
Cookies can be managed via the web browser settings. Please, see you browser help how to manage cookies.
On this site you can always turn cookies on/off on menu item “Cookie Management”.

Website management
This website is managed by:
The South Eastern and Eastern Europe Clearinghouse for the Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SEESAC)

