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When the Swedish Armed Forces have Designs on Gender Equality
by Danijela Djurovic, Project Officer/Advisor

Question: How do you know whengender equality is truly
embedded in your country’s armed forces?

Answer: When ahigh-ranking male officer serves coffee to a
delegation at an official meeting.

This is what happened during a study visit to the Swedish armed
forces and the Nordic Centre for Gender in Military Operations organized for representatives of the
ministries of defence in the Western Balkans.

All the participants at the meeting commented positively on the gesture of our host, although they
admitted that this is not general practice in their working environment. Serving coffee is traditionally done
by women.

The common understanding is that gender sensitivity is the norm in Sweden. The question is, how did an
army that is just as male dominated as armies in other countries become gender sensitive?

On closer inspection, the Swedish model of gender mainstreaming in the armed forces is as simple and
practical as Swedish interior design. Gender equality is part of the military doctrinein Sweden.

What is the driving force behind this? Soldiers are taught that not only is gender equality is an integral part
of human rights, but it is a prerequisite for an efficient army.

Our hosts explained that there are few female officers in the Swedish armed forces, but that to counter
this, recruitment campaigns target women. This means dropping their previous poster campaign showing
a photograph of a man and the slogan “Do you have what it takes to be in the army?”

The gender advisor at the Swedish armed forces talked about their approach to training on gender
equality. One of the topics covered is the implementation of United Nations Security Council Resolution
1325 on women and peace and security. Instead of giving lectures and presentations, they launch
discussion topics, using many examples from experience in the field. This kind of open dialogue
encourages members of the armed forces to take more interest in gender equality.

Regional cooperation is also essential. We learned that the Nordic Defence Cooperation actually led to
the establishment of the Nordic Centre for Gender in Military Operations, as a part of the Swedish Armed
Forces International Centre. Through the Nordic Centre for Gender in Military Operations the Nordic
countries have increased their efforts in the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325
and related resolutions.

The visit to the Swedish armed forces was inspiring for the representatives of the ministries of defence in
the Western Balkans, and opened up new opportunities.

The Nordic Centre for Gender in Military Operations invited some of our representatives to take part in the
Commanding Officer Seminar on Gender Perspective in Military Operations that will take place in
December at Swedish Armed Forces International Centre. Their participation will be supported by
UNDP/SEESAC with the aim of advocating for gender equality.
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Cookies on our web page

What is Cookie?

A cookie is a small piece of data sent from a website and stored in a user's web browse while a user is browsing a website. When the user browses
the same website in the future, the data stored in the cookie can be retrieved by the website to notify the website of the user's previous activity
How do we use cookies?

A visit to a this page could generate the following types of cookie.

Strictly necessary cookies

These cookies are essential in order to enable you to move around the website and use its features, such as accessing secure areas of the website.
Without these cookies services you have asked for, like shopping baskets or e-billing, cannot be provided.

2. Performance cookies

These cookies collect information about how visitors use a website, for instance which pages visitors go to most often, and if they get error
messages from web pages. These cookies don't collect information that identifies a visitor. All information these cookies collect is aggregated and
therefore anonymous. It is only used to improve how a website works.

3. Functionality cookies

These cookies allow the website to remember choices you make (such as your user name, language or the region you are in) and provide enhanced,
more personal features. For instance, a website may be able to provide you with local weather reports or traffic news by storing in a cookie the
region in which you are currently located. These cookies can also be used to remember changes you have made to text size, fonts and other parts
of web pages that you can customise. They may also be used to provide services you have asked for such as watching a video or commenting on a
blog. The information these cookies collect may be anonymised and they cannot track your browsing activity on other websites.

4. Targeting and advertising cookies

These cookies are used to deliver adverts more relevant to you and your interests They are also used to limit the number of times you see an
advertisement as well as help measure the effectiveness of the advertising campaign. They are usually placed by advertising networks with the
website operator's permission. They remember that you have visited a website and this information is shared with other organisations such as
advertisers. Quite often targeting or advertising cookies will be linked to site functionality provided by the other organisation.

Cookie management

Cookies can be managed via the web browser settings. Please, see you browser help how to manage cookies.

On this site you can always turn cookies on/off on menu item “Cookie Management”.
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