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THE WESTERN BALKANS PARLIAMENTARY FORUM ON SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS
MEETING ON ARMS EXPORTS OVERSIGHT
12 MAY 2010 - HOTEL HYATT (CRYSTAL BALLROOM), BELGRADE
PRESS RELEASE

On 12 May 2010 starting at 9.30, in Belgrade, the regional meeting of the Western Balkans Parliamentary Forum on SALW will be held, hosted by the South Eastern and Eastern Europe Clearinghouse for the Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SEESAC) and the Parliamentary Forum on Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW). The aim of the conference is to emphasize the role of Parliaments in arms export control.

During the meeting, Parliamentarians from the region will be briefed on EU and other international instruments for arms export control. Participants will be introduced to the various tools for parliamentary oversight of arms exports and more specifically to the regional and national reports on arms exports. In addition, Members of the Swedish Parliament will share their experience in overseeing arms exports. Participants will also discuss the possibility of establishing national parliamentary networks on small arms.

The Forum will be opened by Mr. Dusan Bajatovic, Deputy Chair of the Committee for Defense and Security in the National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia and Mr. William Infante, UNDP Resident Representative and UN Resident Coordinator in Serbia. Mr. Diman Dimov, SEESAC Team Leader will chair the Forum. Members of Parliament from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro, Serbia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia will be attending the meeting.

The Western Balkans Parliamentary Forum on SALW was launched in May 2007 as a platform for parliamentarians from the region to exchange information on their small arms related work, contribute to the advancement of the small arms agenda, and explore opportunities to join forces with other stakeholders and actors, such as Members of the European Parliament and civil society organizations in order to achieve concrete results. SEESAC has been designated as the Secretariat of the regional Forum. 

For more information on the event and press accreditation, please contact the SEESAC Communications Assistant Ms. Danijela Djuric at: (011) 344 6353 or danijela.djuric@undp.org. The official language of the conference is English. Simultaneous translation will be provided. After the opening address there will be an opportunity for interviews.

About SEESAC

The South Eastern and Eastern Europe Clearinghouse for the Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SEESAC) has a mandate from the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) to further support all international and national stakeholders by strengthening national and regional capacity to control and reduce the proliferation and misuse of small arms and light weapons, and thus contribute to enhanced stability, security and development in South Eastern and Eastern Europe. More information about SEESAC can be found on http://www.seesac.org/about-seesac/1/
www.seeparliamentaryforum.org
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