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Duribng 2007 SEESAC has been working on issues specifically relating to gender and small arms. A
regional strategy on Gender Issues in Small Arms Control and Armed Violence Prevention Activities has
been developed, as well as several specific projects aimed at addressing the issue from different
perspectives. SEESAC has also developed management information materials to guide organisations
engaging in the area.

A resource section has been created on the SEESAC website to give access to information and material
collected and produced to date. The section provides information about SEESAC’s ongoing projects and
related activities in the field of gender and small arms. It also provides links to the SEESAC Gender Strategy
and other materials and websites of interest to stakeholders. It will be updated regularly with new information
as it emerges.
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SEESAC - South Eastern and Eastern Europe Clearinghouse
for the Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons

Gender and Small Arms

Introduction

The profferation, use and impact of SALW cisplay clear gender dimensians . &3 in other regions, in SEE men are the primary cwners and users of
SALY, 25 weel a3 the primary victims of firearms-reisted crime. Women, anthe cther hand, are primarily victims of stmed vidkence, and mast atten
st the hands of Temily members or rimate partners. The impact of SALY on women can take many different forms. Besites actusl inry by
firearms, many women suffer psycholagicaly from being threatened or intimidated by @ weapon as a taal of domestic vidence. In this regard
SALW control must be imaroved and expicily Inked with messUres 1o reduce domestic and other forms of gender-based vidlence. Ecually, women
are affected when men fall victin to armed crime, as they may become economicaly responsible for the household thiough the Ioss of & husband,
father or brcther

Gender and SALW must slso be considered fram the male perspective in order to develop cemprehensive solutions. The acceptance of gun
ownership and armed vidlence, and even its postive fink to masculinty in many the Balkanz, must 10 change these
atitucles and drew aftertion to the nesative impact of firearms on al of sociely. Measures must be taken to reduce the number of guns in society
bt ks o change sititues towsrds fireams ovnership and use and develop ways to resoive canficts wihout viokence

I develoming sohions o the problem of fiearms praliferstion and srmed vidkence therefore, the visws of men and wamen must be taken into
‘account. One major step towards this wil be the inclusion of women in decision-making circles in the security and jucicial sectors, which have
traltionally been seen s & mele domain.

SEESAC received funding from the BCPR in 2007 and has undertsken research and developed a strategy and concrete projects to support the
process of aderessing the problem f SALW from & gender perspective. This section of the webste has been developed 10 provide informstion to
stakeholders on existing projects and ks 10 resources that wil be useful for those adressing this issue.

For further information on SEESAC' work n'the ares of Gender and SALW, please cortact Ciara Loughney, SALW Auareness Officer,
ciara loughney@unde ora, L]
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For more information please contact SEESAC SALW Awareness Officer, Ciara Loughney,
ciara.loughney@undp.org.
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