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Conventional Arms Transfers in SEE

• Region with significant surpluses

• Importance of conventional arms industry

• Past issues with arms transfer practices

• Importance of EU integration processes



Arms Exports per Destination in 2009



Arms Exports per Destination in 2009



Arms Transfer Control Systems in SEE

• Significant improvements in the past decade

• Export/Import Licensing systems broadly in line 

with EU practices

• Improved data collection

• Gaps still exist in legislation and post-export 

control capacity

• Brokering remains a difficult issue



Reporting & Transparency

• Since 2005, WB countries have made great strides in improving 

reporting and transparency by publishing National Reports on Arms 

Exports.

• 30 comprehensive National Reports on Arms Exports published, 

each divulging a high-level if detail by EU standards

• All countries currently publish their national reports: BiH (2005), 

the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (2006), Montenegro 

(2007), Serbia (2007), Albania (2009), and Croatia (2010).

• Differing approaches to information but overall very high level of 

transparency

• SEESAC developed a template and software that is used by most 

countries and that facilitates data collection and processing

• SEESAC supports the publication of the reports through technical 

assistance



Comparison of national reports on arms exports produced by states in South 

Eastern Europe





WB Regional Report on Arms Exports 

• Modeled on the EU Arms 

Exports Report

• Came at the end of a process 

of consultations and 

information exchange

• Includes 5 WB countries

• Data on number and value of 

licences disagregated by 

destination and EU ML 

categories 



Regional Information Exchange on Arms Exports

OBJECTIVE

• To exchange information on various aspects of the arms 

exports control including 

– legislative harmonization and implementation; 

– arms embargo destinations; 

– national exports policies for specific destinations;

– types of goods exported to specific destinations; and

– denial of licences.



Regional Information Exchange on Arms Exports

PARTICIPANTS

• The following institutions from the WB countries take 

part in the process:
• Albania: the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA), the Albanian State Export 

Control Authority (AKSHE)

• BiH: the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations (MOFTER) and 

MFA

• Croatia: the Ministry of Defence (MoD) and Ministry of Economy, Labor and 

Entrepreneurship (MELE)

• Montenegro: Ministry of Economy (MoE) and MFA

• Serbia: Ministry of Economy and Regional Development (MERD) and MFA

• The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia: MoE, MFA, MoD, the 

Ministry of Interior (MoI)



Regional Information Exchange on Arms Exports

ORGANIZATION

• SEESAC acts as the Secretariat of the 

Process

• The Information Exchange has 3 years of 

history

• SEESAC organizes 2-3 events annually

• Specific details related to the 

organization 



Regional Information Exchange on Arms Exports

OUTREACH

• Co-operation with the Council of the EU 

working group on arms exports – COARM

• Co-operation with other line Ministries

• Co-operation with the OSCE

• Co-operation with BAFA



THANK YOU!

For more information please visit:

http://www.seesac.org

http://www.seesac.org/

