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Firearms Focal Points - the ‘one-stop shop’ for all gun-related
information

A partnership between SEESAC and governments across South East
Europe aims at bringing Firearms Focal Points– investigation hubs for
all firearms related information - to 7 different locations in the region.

Fighting gun violence is not solely a police job. A diverse range of
expertise from the judiciary, law enforcement and forensics is
required to solve the puzzle, from a bullet being used to commit a
crime to putting the person responsible behind bars. Additionally,
di&erent criminals can use one 'rearm several times within a certain jurisdiction and in some instances,
sell 'rearms used in crime across borders. Firearms Focal Points are designed to collect all the necessary
information and put the puzzle pieces together, creating accurate investigative leads thereby helping both
investigators and prosecutors to tackle the problem at source, in the interest of citizens across Europe and
beyond.

One of the 'rst Firearms Focal Points in the world was created in the United Kingdom (UK) with the
establishment of the United Kingdom National Ballistics Intelligence Service (NABIS). NABIS collects,
processes and coordinates all 'rearms-related information for UK law enforcement. Given the fact that
South East Europe is recognized both as a source and a transit route for arms and ammunition tra3cking
towards the EU and beyond, the UK authorities decided to bilaterally provide assistance to the region.

A team comprised of SEESAC members and expert consultants from Arquebus Solutions, together with
NABIS and the UK College of Policing met with all organizational units that work on 'ghting 'rearms-
related criminality, from police, forensics labs, weapons registry o3ces and IT experts, in 7 di&erent
locations from the Western Balkans to Moldova. The team analyzed the procedural gaps, technological
requirements and training needs necessary for the establishment of the Firearms Focal Points in each of
the jurisdictions. The information gathered will result in practical assistance to establish or support the
existing Firearms Focal Points in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo*, Moldova, Montenegro, Serbia
and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

Firearms Focal Points will advance South East Europe’s capability to prevent and suppress 'rearms-related
criminality and arms trafficking.

 

What do Firearms Focal Points do?

Focal Points will gather, analyze, share and improve the information <ow regarding the criminal use and
illicit tra3cking of 'rearms into, within or through a certain jurisdiction. This new function will provide
information to the strategic and operational levels of decision making through the coordinated collection
and sharing of information (criminal and ballistic) to enhance the ability of law enforcement and the
judiciary to analyze and coordinate direct actions against the threats and risks of 'rearms misuse and
trafficking. All this aims to pre-empt and suppress crime in South East Europe and the European Union.

 

*References to Kosovo shall be understood to be in the context of Security Council Resolution 1244 (1999).
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What is Cookie?

A cookie is a small piece of data sent from a website and stored in a user's web browse while a user is browsing a website. When the user browses
the same website in the future, the data stored in the cookie can be retrieved by the website to notify the website of the user's previous activity

How do we use cookies?

A visit to a this page could generate the following types of cookie.

Strictly necessary cookies

These cookies are essential in order to enable you to move around the website and use its features, such as accessing secure areas of the website.
Without these cookies services you have asked for, like shopping baskets or e-billing, cannot be provided.

2. Performance cookies

These cookies collect information about how visitors use a website, for instance which pages visitors go to most often, and if they get error
messages from web pages. These cookies don’t collect information that identifies a visitor. All information these cookies collect is aggregated and
therefore anonymous. It is only used to improve how a website works.

3. Functionality cookies

These cookies allow the website to remember choices you make (such as your user name, language or the region you are in) and provide enhanced,
more personal features. For instance, a website may be able to provide you with local weather reports or traffic news by storing in a cookie the
region in which you are currently located. These cookies can also be used to remember changes you have made to text size, fonts and other parts
of web pages that you can customise. They may also be used to provide services you have asked for such as watching a video or commenting on a
blog. The information these cookies collect may be anonymised and they cannot track your browsing activity on other websites.

4. Targeting and advertising cookies

These cookies are used to deliver adverts more relevant to you and your interests They are also used to limit�the number of times you see an
advertisement as well as help measure the effectiveness of the advertising campaign. They are usually placed by advertising networks with the
website operator’s permission. They remember that you have visited a website and this information is shared with other organisations such as
advertisers. Quite often targeting or advertising cookies will be linked to site functionality provided by the other organisation.

Cookie management

Cookies can be managed via the web browser settings. Please, see you browser help how to manage cookies.

On this site you can always turn cookies on/off on menu item “Cookie Management”.

Website management

This website is managed by:

The South Eastern and Eastern Europe Clearinghouse for the Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SEESAC) 
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