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Albania Starts Destruction of 2,199 SALW with SEESAC support

The Albanian Ministry of Defence (MoD), with support from SEESAC, began the destruction
of 2,199 weapons on 3 October 2016. On the first day, 100 pieces of small arms and light
weapons (SALW) were destroyed. The weapons are being disposed of at the Uzina
Mekanike Gramsh (UM Gramsh) facility during the month of October. The destruction of
SALW is supported by the European Union, through the EU Council Decision
2013/730/CFSP, in Support of SEESAC Disarmament and Arms Control Activities in South
East Europe (EUSAC) Project .

The destruction activities are implemented under the framework of a Memorandum of
Understanding between the Ministry of Defense and UNDP Albania signed in May 2016.

The destruction of SALW in Albania is organized as part of Component 2 of the EUSAC
Project (Stockpile Reduction through SALW and Ammunition Destruction in the Western
Balkans).

Since 2002, SEESAC assisted South East Europe to rid itself of over 300,000 pieces of small
arms.

EU SUPPORT OF SEESAC DISARMAMENT AND ARMS CONTROL ACTIVITIES IN SOUTH
EAST EUROPE (EUSAC)

The European Union entrusted SEESAC with the implementation of a series of region-wide
activities in the period 2014 - 2016 through EU COUNCIL DECISION 2013/730/CFSP. The
destruction of SALW is part of Component 2 of the EUSAC Project (EU Support of SEESAC
Disarmament and Arms Control Activities in South East Europe) which is an integral part of
the SEESAC SALW Control portfolio.

EUSAC marks a continuation of the trust placed in SEESAC by the EU since 2002. The Union
previously supported SEESAC through Council Decision 2002/842/CFSP, extended and
amended by and 2004/791/CFSP. Most recently, the Union supported SEESAC arms control
activities through Council Decision 2010/179/CFSP.

Designed in close cooperation with national authorities, the EUSAC project works on the
following five interrelated streams of activities:

® Increased security of stockpiles: through the renovation and security improvements
to storages of arms and ammunition.

e Stockpile reduction: through the destruction of surplus arms and ammunition held in
storages.

e Improved marking, tracing and registration of SALW: through the provision of support
to the establishment or enhancement of existing weapons registration and record-
keeping systems.

e Improved regional cooperation on awareness raising, information sharing and
knowledge transfer: through the facilitation of regional cooperation between national
institutions tasked with arms control.

e Implementation of collection and awareness raising campaigns.
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