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Best practices from the Western Balkans on eliminating violence against women and girls
shared in Central Asia

5 – 6 November 2018 | Bishkek, The Kyrgyz Republic

Western Balkans experience on the role of the police in combatting violence against women and
girls shared with more than 60 government and parliamentary representatives from Central Asia
gathered at a United Nations regional conference in Bishkek.

One in three women worldwide experienced a form of violence, often from someone they
trust. This violence transcends generations as children witnessing or experiencing abuses at
home can become victims or perpetrators as they become adults. The police, as the /rst
state representatives that a victim of violence comes in contact with, has a key role to play
in both combating and preventing the gender-based violence pandemic.

Sanja Sumonja is an inspector in the Ministry of Interior of Republic of Srpska, Bosnia and
Herzegovina and chair of the board of Ministry of Interior Women’s Network. Sanja has been working with SEESAC on mainstreaming gender in
the police since 2010. At the conference in Bishkek, Sanja shared her experience on the role of women police networks in instilling institutional
change to combat violence against women and girls. Sanja’s mission was enabled by SEESAC regional security sector reform platform, a
mechanism that enables sharing expertise on niche rule of law areas, from small arms and light weapons control to gender equality, from the
Western Balkans to the world.

The two-day conference, “Turning policies into action: Eliminating gender-based violence against women and girls in Central Asia,” was
organized by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of
Women (UN Women), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), in partnership with the
Government of the Kyrgyz Republic.

The participants examined best practices from around the region and beyond to prevent and end violence against women. They discussed how
to strengthen national policies in line with international standards, ensure that survivors receive quality health, police, legal and social services,
and transform social norms that perpetuate violence against women and girls. The conference concluded with participants pledging to
strengthen regional cooperation to eliminate gender-based violence against women and girls in all countries in Central Asia.

Find out more about the conference here. 
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What is Cookie?

A cookie is a small piece of data sent from a website and stored in a user's web browse while a user is browsing a website. When the user browses
the same website in the future, the data stored in the cookie can be retrieved by the website to notify the website of the user's previous activity

How do we use cookies?

A visit to a this page could generate the following types of cookie.

Strictly necessary cookies

These cookies are essential in order to enable you to move around the website and use its features, such as accessing secure areas of the website.
Without these cookies services you have asked for, like shopping baskets or e-billing, cannot be provided.

2. Performance cookies

These cookies collect information about how visitors use a website, for instance which pages visitors go to most often, and if they get error
messages from web pages. These cookies don’t collect information that identifies a visitor. All information these cookies collect is aggregated and
therefore anonymous. It is only used to improve how a website works.

3. Functionality cookies

These cookies allow the website to remember choices you make (such as your user name, language or the region you are in) and provide enhanced,
more personal features. For instance, a website may be able to provide you with local weather reports or traffic news by storing in a cookie the
region in which you are currently located. These cookies can also be used to remember changes you have made to text size, fonts and other parts
of web pages that you can customise. They may also be used to provide services you have asked for such as watching a video or commenting on a
blog. The information these cookies collect may be anonymised and they cannot track your browsing activity on other websites.

4. Targeting and advertising cookies

These cookies are used to deliver adverts more relevant to you and your interests They are also used to limit�the number of times you see an
advertisement as well as help measure the effectiveness of the advertising campaign. They are usually placed by advertising networks with the
website operator’s permission. They remember that you have visited a website and this information is shared with other organisations such as
advertisers. Quite often targeting or advertising cookies will be linked to site functionality provided by the other organisation.

Cookie management

Cookies can be managed via the web browser settings. Please, see you browser help how to manage cookies.

On this site you can always turn cookies on/off on menu item “Cookie Management”.

Website management

This website is managed by:

The South Eastern and Eastern Europe Clearinghouse for the Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SEESAC) 
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